
NOTES. 


The Execution of Sacco and VanEctti. 

After s<'Vfn yr.irs of vHir conirades Nimla Sacco 

atid Bartnlonjr'ii V-inzelti havr Ix-tu excelled. The world* 
wide protest failed and on lljc inoruhig of August 23 they 
weic electrtx-iitrd at tTtivrleslovvai Tn^son iii Mass, Thus 

cuds a long*drawu*oui tragedy, U is now mine ecidtml ihal: 
tlie rotiiiiiission ap]¥>inU'd by Governor E'idler was Hiuiplv a 
fuke to give an air of jrislia^ to his decision. Tlie prejudice 
of fmlgc Webster lliayer has already lH:tm ex[Kisetl Ui the 
vvorld^ but ids reported rcniark lo an aci|Uiuntance» ** Dili yon 
.sc?e what I did to those Anardust ImsUirds ? is a striking 
cirrinucntAry on I lie itnpartitdity of iijo man wlio tried and 
sentenced Saccti and Vaiwelli, and aftenvards heartl iheir 
ap[>e:il against his own deeisicni, (K)venn>r Alvnn Tr h idler 
has just as liad a recurtl. Wlicu he was a ineiida'r of Congress 
in iQHj, on the occasion of the expulsion of Victor nerger, ilie 
Socialist w] 10was elix'ietl to Congress froin Wisconsin, Fuller 
made a violent six^rrch ni winch he called lor I he execution of 
the whoie rcti scum brood of Anarchists, Bolsheviks, 
I.W.W.’s, and revululionaries/' 'lliis was the man to whom 
die world ajiiK'alcd for Uie release of our two eomradca And 
tins was the mail with whom Raiiusay MacDonald rlincd on his 
last visit to America, when he saiil Llie case was one cnlircly 
fur Americans lo deal with. Wc do not mourn the death of 
Sacco and Vaiuetti, who have exhibited a marydlous dignity 
tlirougliouL the whole of their trying ordeal, 'riiese two men^ 
m dying, have exjx^sed the hollowness of the niuch*vauntcd 
impartiality i’>f capitalist courts of justice, and they scorned 
the idea ot begging for *■ " when Uicir lives were in 

liie balance, Let us show our appreciation of them, not by 
shedding useless tears, mi by throwing renewed energy into 
our task of destroying this bruta! and callous system. 


Darwin's Theory Irrefutable. 

Sir Artlnir Keith's prcsidenlial address at Leeds to the 
British Association on August 31 w^as such a thorough vindica¬ 
tion of Darwin's theory of man's descent that Iris opponents 
have no longer got a leg to stand on, "All the evidence now 
at our disposal, he said, ** supports tlie conclusion that man 
has arisen, as Lamarck and Darwin suspected, from an anthro¬ 
poid a|5e not higher in the zoological scale than a chimpanzee, 
and that the date at whicli human and anthropoid lines of 
descent began to diverge lies near the beginning of the Miocene 
period/' On a modest scaJe of reckoning, Sir Arthur ex¬ 
plained, that gave man the “ resjjcctabk antiquity '' of about 
1,000^000 years. He said the evidence, obtained freun a study 
of fossil remains, is definite and irrefutable/' He recalled 
the fact Uiat it was in Leeds, in 1858, that " w;as fired the first 
verbal shot of that long and bitter strife which ended in the 
overthrow' of those wLo defended the Biblical account of man's 
creation, and in a victory for Darwin," The principal op- 
ixincnts of this theory \vere tlic clergy, because it upset all 
those old legends in Genesis about Adam and Eve in the Garden 
of Eden, and die wicked ser|>ent who tempted Eve, and how 
E%'e took the a]>ple from die " tree to be desired to make one 
wise " and eat it, and then gave one to Adam, “and he did 
cat"—in short, the story of the Fall. Many of Darwnn's 
opponents in this country, however, were members of our old 
aristocratic families, who claimed descent from die Norman 
Conqueror or some other ancient robber. To say that their 
original ancestors were apc?-like Ix-ings was rank treason. For 
our part, we think it is^much better to know that we liave risen 
in die scale than fallen, aldiougli our antics from 1914 to U)l8 
did not sliow that we had made much good use of our rise. 
Since Sir Arthur's declaration some of the clergy have been 
thinking deeply, and Uic Bishop of Birmingham has startled 
the Cliristian world by a sermon ui Westminster Abbey on 
September 25, in whicn he said that "Darwin's triumph has 
destroyed the whole theological scheme." 


Rebellion a Crime. 

Sir Wilhiiin Joynson-ilicks, the Home Scirrlary, is rvi- 
tleiuly getting in a funk, if wo ;uo judge by a li hr 
made at Duinulnn on ScptrmlxT 20 After tilling at the 
Irades Ihiion Cungri*s> Ivu their vote of censure on the 
tiuvernment for brcii\ihg uff relations with Russia when they 
Iheniwiheh had broken wiUi the Russian I'rade Unions he 
saitl: " I am trying to help them in their wavfare against 
Kusitiiiii I'iifiimuiusin/* and lioix'd they woultl join wilh him 
and the loyal |.>orium of the ixmimuiiitv in putting an end to 
this ** miserable Gommnnisui." riie cTuvernment would wel¬ 
come Ihe o>-:nx;ralion of the Labour Party in the ntuise of 
(bnimans- " 1 have ahvay,s held," he snki, " and so has Eng¬ 
lish law, that political opinion is free in this counlrv, but reliel- 
lion is not, Relxrllion is to-day a crime, as it always has Ix^m, 
ami the liinc has in my view come to say that [nroaratioii, 
ewii if only mental preparitUon, for relxrllion is or sliould lie 
inarle a crime in this country." rhis seems to foreshadow an 
attack on the revolutionary press in the near future, Wc knew 
the sort of IcgislatiDii Uit^se jKrople aiiy at: an Act which w ill 
be drafted sri vaguely that any ''Xpression of discontent coujcl 
be construed to mean incitemenL to rebellion, f.asl July Sir 
William told a Mansion Mouse audience that " Signor Nlusso- 
liih lias set an example to the stateBmen of ihc world," ancl 
lie evidently w'ishes to billow that c.Kample. But as Mussolini 
smashcfl up all the jKjlitical parlies opjKm'd to him and out die 
Trade ITiuons under the control of ins hlack-shirled followers, 
wc liardly sec hi>w “Jix" can hope fur the supix>ri of the 
Labcjur Party. Perhaps lie meant it os a threat. Help us or 
l>e smashed. Of course, .Sir William wishe.s us to forget his 
violent sticeches during the Ulster Ucbelhon, when he and his 
friends ojxinly defied the Government and armed and drilled 
men to resist die working of the Home Rule Act His friends 
threatened to hang CabmcL Ministers on lamp-posts in White¬ 
hall, and said tlicy would 5CK:incr bn subjects of tiu' German 
Emperor than submit to Home Rule, We are imitc willing to 
sec the Government imss an Act against " mental preparation " 
for rebellion. Revolutions are not made by articles in pajicrs 
or bv pam[>hlets but arc created by unjust economic and social 
condition3. And the unjust and niequitalile conditions wiiich 
Joynson-Hicks wishes to per|>ctuate will breed the revolution 
he wishes to prevent 


Hypocrisy of the Oommumsta. 

It was certainly surprising to find Coinniunists joining in 
the agitation for the release of Sacco and Vanzctti, who all 
know were Aiiardiists. For years the Anarchist press of the 
world ha,s been calling attention to the diicatcned cxccuticni 
of these twm men on the faked-u|j ^arge of murder. And for 
years the Communist pres.s was silent on the t|u^tinn. But 
when the volimie of protests could no longer be ignored, the 
Communists came in, to get what credit they could out of it. 
They carefully concealed the fact that Sacco and Vaiizelti 
were Anarchists as long as was fiossible. They sixike of them 
as radicals or Lalxmr agitators or Socialists, and only at the 
last said they w'ere Anarchists. Wc wish that their new-found 
zeal on behalf of j>ersecutcd Anardiists could ^ diyerlcd to 
demanding the release of the many Anarchists, Socialists, and 
even Conimunists now wasting their lives in jail or in exile in 
Russia. The agitation in favour of the release of these victims 
of the Coinmunlst Governnicnl of Russia has been ignored by 
those who so rercntlv have been loud in tlieir denunciation of 
"capitalist" justice. Let them show that "Communist" 
justW is anv l>etter. Thousands fif iKililical prisoners arc eat¬ 
ing their hearts out in the jails of Russia waiting for the day 
when their "comrade " warders will open iJie doors and let 
them have one breulli of air in freedom ere they die. But their 
warders arc too busy now to hear them. They arc preparing 
to Gelebrate the tcntli anniversary of the great Re\^olution 
which was fought to break the jxiwer of tyranny in Russia 
and set men and women free. What a mockery it Nvill be to pie 
men and women in prison or in exile to see tlie flags waving 
and hear the bands playing to celebrate that great event. 
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i? ci'octilisilly a - u.ii' I as lads h >bimi«l \n , dicndorr, a-; 
cap blc id Ix^ing dcUTimnrd dcfimlcly a. ati (•^rdbiaty 
l^rublnii in rliriur-it> any uUht biauili of i*xact staviKC. 
Apart from the fully .»! war bdw«'rii lvvi» M*ts ol jK:‘uplc wha 
arc '/ntlrely at one in their condernnation cT land nnino|>tdy» 

It IS always of I he fVrsl atijjortiiiR’e that error be killed and 
truth esiabUsliod. I f »i l>e true, as njaiiy ibirik, that a correct 
scttlenicnl of tltc land question would lead autouiaticaliy to 
llie idxjlilion of [loverty anti the oecrUirow of human slavery, 
it is tmpenative that we get at the fads in the casi*, in order 
that we inay reach a right conclusion as to methods* 

This cart be best done, 1 Uimk, by ^Lting out as simply 
as ]>ossiblc the jK>siUon on either side. Hiosc whom* for con- 
vcnience^ we may call the followers of Henry (ieorge, assert 
that their objecL is to setrurc for every' human being enunlity 
of opportunity* They cunsider that the first ste[> is to cstablisii 
on u correct basis iXlan’s relation to the natural resources of 
this jilanet, hy and on which bo has to live. They inainlain 
that every child of man has an inalienable right to the free use 
of natural opporUmilies, on equal tonus with every other diihl 
of man. Tins, the}' lielie^'c, can be secured only by recog¬ 
nising liiat difTercnt pieces of land differ enonuousiy in value, 
and by understanding Uiai he who occupies a su|ierior site 
enjoys a special privilege for vshich, in all justice, be ought to 
comjK?nsate those who occupy sites of inferior value. They 
declare most positively dial there is a fundamental distinction 
between land, whidi no one has created, and the product of 
human labour; that all have a right to use on ci|nal terms the 
former, but that the latter should be the personal proiH-rty of 
him whose labour has brought il into existence. It is clear to 
them, for example, that the enormous prices well-located city 
proi>erlv commands are due to t!ie [>resence of the people con- 
centrateti at lliat particular spat, and that the values they have 
created should go to ihem. Thus and thus alone, in their view, 
can the social structure, at present balanced pixcariously on its 
ajxix, be planted hnnly on the basis of the free enjoyment by 
all of equal rights, it being no infringement of the law of 
equal freedom to require ilut the grantee of a sjjccial privilege 
shall pay to the grantor iu equitable value. Inasmuch as two 
l>crson5 cannot occupy at tlie same moment the same point in 
space, It follows that under any conceivable system of land 
distribution some will have to occupy superior and some 
inferior territory, from which fact arises what political econo¬ 
mists call lire law of economic rent. Tucker him^lf has said 
that he would no more think of disputing the validity of that 
lavs^ than he would think of dispuling the law of gravitation. 

The question, therefoVe, is whether diis rent shall go into 
the private pocket of ihc fortunate individual who has cornered 
lernWy of superior value, or into the pockets of those who 
presence and labour have created that value 1 hat this is 
quite an important question becomes evident sYhen one reflects 
that ownership of a well-situated strip of land in London 
brings the Duke of Westminster an income of, as it is calcu¬ 
lated roughly, fully £1,000,000 a year, while a similar state 
of things in New York City ixiurs annually into the Astors* laji 
soinctJiing like seven times that amount. It cannot be pre¬ 
tended that these people have earned those incomes. \yhy 
then should they be allow'cd to extract them from the earnings 
of others? We have to recognise as facts: (i) That Justice 
alone brings peace ; {2) that He who owns a certain piece of 
land owns those compelled to live on it; and (3) that justice 
should be done even though the heavens fall If, therefore 
the system of land tenure advocated by the followers of 
Henry George is just, Tucker's fear that it will increase the 
power of the State should have no weight, for justice must be 
done at anv cost. 1 myself believe, with Herbert Spencer, 
that Tucker's fears are groundless. I sec no reason \why the 
inliabitanLs of .Sleepy Hollow should not collect on their own 
account, and distribute equitably among themselves, the 
values created by them but now flowing into the coffers of the 
local magnate. 

Let me now set out the Mutuahst position. I shall quote, 
or summarise faitlifully^ from the chapter entitled "'Land and 
Kent" in “\V 1 iat is Mutualism?'' which I reviewed in the 
la,st issue of Freedom, and comment very briefly, for space 
is limited. The Mutualists, speaking Uirough the mouth of 
C. U Swartz, who reproduces Tucker, begin by saying, with 
Herbert Spencer, that to allow certain men to awn land is to 
empow'cr tnem to put up signs '' Trespassers not allowed," and 
thereby compel the landless, w'lio perhaps inmil:icr at present 
ninety-nine out of every hundred, to emigrate to another 
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priulii.e, as I Jiave undersP>'d, surh ev^'iit- ;ir*' t* dl> orgies 
of corrtqUion. 

On the same page the remark is made that " ih- high 
prices of re.al estate rand the I'i-iiM queul enormous rent d vi m 
the congested areas of dir large cities mvile ilie attack td the 
vanous oUter land refurmers/' hut dial " Muhialisiy realise 
llud dicsc rorrqiaratively small juirrek ni land which arc 
ocfupifd and used hy such large iiuinljcrs ot [x^nplc are ni>l 
so much objects of their immediate roncem as are thr^se ya'^t 
trac ts held nut nf use hy land st>criilalors." To iny rnindi 
du! cnorrmnis rentals pKiketcd bv who have torncrccl 

city real estate constitule, if tint ihr grealtst, a nuM gigantic 
robl>ery, and arc no small matter. 

“ The general dcvdopiiient of modern civilisalion tends 
to equalise, radicr than Irj acccutuale, eronoum rent,'* is die 
stateineni on page 131 , and this is followed by a lengdiy 
argument to thrcflect that tm rcasc in iraiis|x>rtatitin faribtic;>, 
the use of aeroplanes, and utlicT recent inventions, ail tend to 
scatter [>opulation and equalise laml values. My own l>ehcf is 
that the whole of diat argument is erroiieoiis; dial t!u* teiuleno' 
lo coricciilrate in cities is becommg. if ntiything, more niarkca ; 
and that the rise in city land values and rents has l>cen greater 
Uiau ever during the last few years. 

ApjKirenlly, however, the hmin thesis is that Henry George 
men propose lu sacrifice IJljerty to their piission for Ketuahty, 
and to inaugurate a system of Communism enforced by Slate 
authority, f ain of exactly the contrary oihnton, for 1 consider 
tliat the State derives its power from die helplessness of the 
plunderefi masses, and that with the removal of that lieljdess- 
ness iTs newer wull whiicr. However, the Mntualjsts maintnrn 
that wc have to choose between liberty and enualily, and that 
they are on the side of liberty. ''Therefore,'' wc arc told 
page 130, “having so choseni they recognise that, like human 
differences, land differences must always exist. To accept the 
situation and make die hv^i of it is tlicir policy. And, unJike 
those who ignore the other economic factors, ilutualists are 
not dismayed, or even disturbed, by the inequalities that 
result from the advantages enjoyed by the holder of a superior 
piece of land," On this the only comment 1 feci able to niake 
IS that, if this {Xisition is correct, 1 cannot see what sen^ there 
is in complaining because one man rolls in money through 
having been i>ermittcd to occupy—" by priority of flection, 
if you please—an acre in the heart of T^ondon, while another 
must content himself with some outlying acre out of wliich 
no one could make a living. To resign ourselves falaUstically 
to such inequities would be to give up the whole battle, and 
Ijj for my part, should despair of the future. 

This chapter abounds in statements that seem to me 
extraordinary. T do not lielicve that (p. 12S) "the very rise 
in ground valuation is mainly subject to manipulation of 
money," or that " the whole question of rent in modem cities 
largely reduces itself hi’ the question of the monopoly ^01 
money." On the contrary, I hold that it rests on Uiis: “You 
have to live here. I own the land on which von have to live. 
Pay me such price as I choose to ask or you snail not live here 
at all." I consider that, doubtless through ignorance, a^graye 
injustice is done die Henry George men when -'i>. 125^ it is 
stated that they proix>se to confiscate a i>art of the land s 
product. Indeed, on p. 134 the same thought is rcj-ieated in 
the statement that " Mutualists oppose any scheme to equalise 
economic rent bv forcibly taking from the occupier and user 
any part of the product of his land." The argument made 
is that “ the pure economic rent coidd never be accurately 
differentiated from the other dements"; yet even now our 
assessors estimate separately die value of tlic site and the im¬ 
provements on it, and find no difficulty in doing so. Lastly, 
I stand amazed at the statement on page t3Q» that " in primi¬ 
tive society land was everything." the contention being that 
“ the capital needed to work the land and to transform the raw' 
materials by means of all those machines and contrivanocs 
soon became more inqTortant than the land itself." Our 
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Revolutionary Opposites. 


l‘he French Re%'oluLion inslilutionaltscd, successively or 
sinuiUaneously, die aesrKjtism of the majority, the law an 
e.Kpression of the gciioral wilh the Republic otic and indivisible^ 
Jacobin ism, the Terror, the guillotme as a permanent factor, 
the Commiltee of Public Safety, the Tenth of August, die 
September Days, the drownings at Nantes, the machine-gun 
tnassiicrcs at LycmSi etc*, etc,-—-tilings that had not even Uie 
allractiun of novelty, having all been practised previously under 
one form or another. Flic French Revolution, therefore, led 
direcliv to Niifioleon the Great and Napoleon ihc Liule, to 
Lenin.'Miisschui. and the others. When our one-time crony 
Mussolini tells us his course of action is a reversal of the 
spirit and principles that actuated those who dircclcfl lie 
FreneJi Revolution he lies-—for he is not an imbecile. On the 
contrary. Lenin, Mussr>lini, their riv,Tls or those who arc con¬ 
tinuing llieir |K?licies. are entirely within the spirit and tradi¬ 
tion of the Frencii Rev^ohition*^ leaders, even when they do not 
perceive it, or pretend they do not. Their brain has been too 
long shaped bv their revolutionary cull to be able to erase the 
impression it has rts^eived. 

What does the Foiirlh of July actually symbolise? The 
confiscation of power for the profit of a class, party, or lac- 
lion. other than tire class, party, or faction then in possession 
of the governing power* To maintain tlicmsclves in pow^ 
the Revolutionists have used all kinds of means—-the 
sovereignty of the i>eoplc, dictatorship, the quashing of elec¬ 
tions unfavourable to them. Sometimes they have got the 
people to intervene, and sometimes they have resorted to the 
army: sometimes to those who arc only military men on occa¬ 
sion. and sometimes to those with w’hom militarism is a trade* 
AH the governmental methods employed by reyoluttonists 
from 17S9 to 1900 have been resortccl to by Sovietism and 
Fascism, in tlicir different incarnations. The French Revolu¬ 
tion has evolved within a framework of patriotism, qne-sided 
.social contract. CKcliisivism. preponderance of class, impc*‘* 3 l" 
ism, and the silencing of rebellious minorities* To deny this 
is to ignore its history. 

The French Revolution having plunged FTumanity more 
deeply than ever into the abyss of Authority, what will come 
out of it? I hope—I say nothing further—it will be the 
Andrc/tixl Revol/ffion. What is the Anarchist Revolution”? 
It is a revoiulion dial does not look to establishing tJie 
supremacy, hegemony, or superiority of the law or nation, any 
more than that of any one doctrine, class, dlile, practice, sys¬ 
tem, or method winch shall be one and the same for all human 
beings* On the contrary, it wishes all human beings to under¬ 
stand that liberty can function positively only through emula- 
liv^e comfSetitiou; that is to say, when all individuals and all 
associations are able lo live in Ihcir own w^ay, according to 
their parlktdar understanding of happiness, whether from the 
ethical, the economic, or any other point of %ucw. 

E* AHMA^^D, in Debtors. 
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AN APPEAL TO THE LIGHT* 


“ AniiriJn'^tr ck lair Chat the hruirgeui ac woiltl n ..,tt hi 
the fftrmidahle armcfi furcc it has at iL> ioinniaiul a buiy 
rstabh?iht'rl f^>r the irtidirng tit the masnr^, I heu %vr tJiall 
have i*illu*r lt> • unquer by inc same kitul ol arms as ati* hinted 
agaiusl us, nr resign Lun^^^lves lo bemg the rU-ntally- 
van«!Ui^hed/’— /-r h'rr/ti, qiiulrd m (■■kEKDciM.) 

Out of Ur* masses, suigt^ the rrvohii lon-iuiiK'Viis, ami nom' 
sees liiis more clearly than tlie counicr-rcyolulionary. Heiui' 

Ins sijcciul oSiji^Litive—the clouding of all vital * hiss and wmal 
issues, lie senses the fact that revolution is acoivHtant element 
in human MKuety* thal social evoUilion and social revolution 
make one and Lite same process. He docs nut wait until a 
hule l>cforc I he nuts work hxise.” Day and mghl, al the cost 
of the energks rd muUiludes of men, drawn from the maw:s 
themselves, there is |>ourcd into the cars of Uic masses a cote 
sLinl now of lulling antidotes tn all daring dreams and reW - 
lions aspirations—peculiar to those of the oppn^sseo. On ail 
fields—and on none more than oil the field of w'orkers educa- 
—is counter-revolution at work* Ii is there by reason of 
the presence of its aiititlu^sis revoiulion. 

It is out of present lendcncies that the future cvoIa'cs. It 
is out of present social revolutionary Icntlcncics, whatever 
might have been the initial impetus, that the social revolution 
wifi develop and a free society evolve. The masses ihcmsidvcs 
are the social groundwork, and who loses contact with them 
imilds in the air* 

Anarchists do not need reminding of this, but the same 
cnmiot Ik? said of all sections of the Labour Movement, the 
larger and milder sort of which, when they do attack, arc so 
very, verv carsfui not to stimulate the inherent revolutionary 
tendencies of the masses (thus functioning as counlcr-rcvolu- 
tion) dial they deprive themselves of the one sure means of 
attaming their objective* 

When ihe masses say, what they do say gfx;s- 1 uy 
vox Dcr. .So what do they say of war—any war, civil \v^t, 
armed insurrection? They would have to be dragged, or de¬ 
luded, as u*sual, whatever kind of w'ar it might l>c, or driven by 
desperation—loo trembling and unreliable a midwife to safe¬ 
guard the birth of a new society. 

But even if they could he induced to lake up arms, whence 
w'ould Uic arms come in quantity and quality sufficient to down 
Lite forces of capitalist Stale or capitali.st stahvarl ? Secret 
Tircparation would be impossible, and open preparation would 
PC met by counter-preparation of a more terribly deslructivc 
order, and, furthermore, wotild stimulate lo a greater counter¬ 
revolutionary activity that reptile of confusion, the Press, with 
its sting of '' fears and sorrows that infest the soul ” of the 
masses unbearably enough already. 

Rut, above all, tlic jio.ssibiIity of organismg armed insiir- 
rection is negated by the power the reactionaries have of pre¬ 
cipitating counter-revolutionary crisis at any time to suit their 
own coBvenicnce, They hold the forts* That time may be to¬ 
morrow—any tchmorrow^, and the shifting chaos into which the 
masses could be Hung would be enough to ieopardise every ad¬ 
vance made since men l^ecame slaves of men* 

Massacre is certain. Bui that is not the real menace. Cliaos 
is the menace to be offset, and can be, in spite of massacre* 
Steady solidarity on the part of the masses is Oic key, and the 
banding together of all rebels active against the existing order 
is the prime need of the hour. They are the dynamics—^Ihe 
masses h ff7rvo. And though the masses were helpless against 
massacre (and as slaves, can they be ever otlierwise in a slave- 
society ?) such rebel-leader ship would be the naturally eyolvred 
instrument wherewith to stem chaos and render con si nidi vc the 
inevitable revulsion against the bourgeois shedders of blood. 

If the masses were as actively revolutionary as they are in¬ 
herently so, counter-revolution would not dare to lift a hand 
with a weapon in it* And so long as Socialists, or any other 
ists” persist in dodging or deorying revolutionary issues and 
activities, so long arc they exposing the masses to utter chaos 
and imperilling the New before it has rid itself of the Old. 

So—not arms but men—men and women, comrades, a 
league of Light, of no doctrine but the doctrine of rebellion, 
dynamics, natural leaders, they whom the hour of crisis ever 
calls forth* They arc here, here now—for the breath of crisis 
is iiot about us* Slen and women who are ready to Hve danger¬ 
ously that they may live free, and die having /tved I 

W^ere are they ?—let them answer* For the masses have 
great need of them, greater than any know. 

Alfred Holds worth* 
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Industrial Peace I 


Penitil lisl In your in Finite gniciousnc^iH poniiil us, if only 
on account of our longing for irtcUistrint peace, to uicid yon at 
the Council Board and shake bauds across I lie table! ! Surely 
vou can grant us tlml inucli, for what is there we have not done 
for you? That you may devote yourselves to pleasure wc tod 
mcessaritly- d'lial you may travel far and wide in searcli of 
ciirnalc and excitement we remain nuprisonod in those fetid 
slums for which wc pa^’ you princely rents. Harly and late 
we labour in vour fields that the manor house may feast. WC 
burrow in v(»ur mines dial you, who own the earth, may live 
as ruiers have a right lo live. In thousands of factories wc 
and our wives and chddrm faithfully x>crform wliatever tasks 
you choose to set us, and when llicre are no tasks we sLarv'c 
resignedK^ And von cannot have forgotten that ^vhen you 
told us vour possessions were in danger of being invaded by 
a foreign foe sve rallied; to the last man of us, to their defence. 
These things should count for something, and all that wc ask 
in return is that you peniiit ns to assist you in llie conc|UCSt of 
markets and—oh, ironv of ironies- industrial pence. 

The editor of FREEDOM has invited me to comment on the 
recent Trades Ibiion Congress at Edinburgh j and, 
wading Uirough Hoods of clcxiucnce and fioundermg m bogs 
of siimv resolutions, the foregoing paragraph is the best that 
I can da It attempts lo reproduce wliatever there was of actual 
meaning in that lovc-festival; to sift out of a mass of rhctpncal 
rubbish the one nugget of im|>ortani fact that seems worthy ot 
attention. As 1 judged them, the proceedings were from hrsl 
lo last one ignominious crawl, varnished over with a^^lol ol 
sophistical philosophising for the sake of " saving face. t he 
leaders had made up their rnind.s that the surrender ot May 
Iasi year had not been sufficiently complete, and they wer^ 
determined on tins occasion to make a clean job of it I hey 
intended to brand the strike weapon as hopelessly out oi elate, 
and did so. They intended to convince the eraploymg dass 
that tliev had no sympathy with revolutionary ideals or 
methods,' and with that end in view tlicy disassociated them¬ 
selves from whatever might appear to have the taint of Kussian 
propaganda—a step for whicli the abuse in %vhich Communists 
indulged had smoothed the way. After which they solemnly 
reproved the Government for having severed relations with 
Riissia I However, for tliat apparent blindness to the ridiculous 
it is t^erhaps unjust to censure them. They had to do it. 
Halving thrown away the strike bludgeon they had to take up 
the iKjfilicai stiletto, and the gist of all the proceedings was 
precisely this—^ Let us pul all our eggs in the one basket ot 
a prospective Labour Party victory at the forthcoming General 
Election 

If our modern Socialists had still left in them a spark ol 
loyalty to die ]>rindplcs they have been thundering from 
thmisands of phitfarms for now neady a century, they could 
not have been otherwise than intensely dissatisncd the 

results of this Congress, Had they not b^ome utterly de- 
moralised by years of political shilly-shallying they would 
have said bhintlv Lo their Trade Union allies in the 1 abour 
Party: "All this talk of peace l^etween the disinherited, who 
have nothing, and their disinheritors, who have everything, is 
balderdash.” They would have told the minere that by no 
tx)ssibilily can Utev reap the iust harvest of their toil so long 
as a swarm of Do-Nothings are allowed to bleed the industry 
by wav of rents, rovaUies, and other devices for making 
money'without working for it Similarly would they have 
spokcb to the representatives of the shipbuilding, the engineer¬ 
ing, the textile, and other staple industries in which millions 
of our feiiow-countrymen are employed, or are hoping against 
lioi>c that thev again will find employnicni. But this, under 
the programme lo Nvhich the Socialists arc now committed, they 


nnl iU‘. 1 Ihv r-i i v iln-y ciiii ipE iiiul ior tUi^ 
Uiuv muHi ifuirilimc with ^ Id mip=ir)i'ib1y Uith tiir walker^ 
;n,d lh 4 i liURr .nnhllcchisi ibiil by nn thniu 

i.fi llie-*’ ftm?^t turv '-Hnul, ami all ihcsft ion Hu link 
imuresiB Uu'v imva stri%r't- ipaiify In such cnjuliimiv. pl-^”i 
spe'akiiin 1 ' hiii;«ox>il4e, and plain sjK'aking is the very ihmg 

Lhr 1 .abimr Movcuicnt lu ciE. 1 , 1 ... 

Moreover, th.-ir \y the iiu.stiou of tuiirls; and tins, you 
niay^ be sure, I aluvur leadiTS, win* n«>t live hy any mcinn^ 
on air, never forget PnliUt'Jvl lampaigns are IrighliuPy 
i‘X]>cnsivc affairs, and that very fati niakc^ the ormnary 
workers' vote a iiructuidly worthless asset, for they init hiin at 
the mercy of iltow* who coninbuie to, rolleci, and c<iiilrol liie 
huge funds ihat have to be amassed. In die case of die Larwuir 
Partv the Trade Unirins arc the paymasters, and necessarily 
they' call the tune lo which iheir financial salcllites, the 
.Sorialisis, niuM dance. The S^urialists may he {icrmitled to 
carry on a saf<dy-wordcd propaganda, and Xu put ihrough at 
the various congresses certain of tliosf* general resolutions in 
favour of coUertivc ownership which commtl no one to uny- 
ihing in particular, but when it comes to definite aciu.m the 
liig Trade Union bosses, who hold the pursivstrings, mark out 
the line the Socialists must bxL Rarely, if ever, have tho^ 
bosses a spark of revolutionary feeding in their inrntalily, and 
ihey are a!>out the last Iversons in the \vorld who are likely to 
squander I he resources ihe orgariisaiions by ’Wluch they get 
their living, and to which they ovve their privileged t^ij^iljon, 
on what ihcy consider Uloptati rimifraigns. Invariably Ineir 
motto, which coincides with their own iiersonal interest, is 

*'Safety First.*' ^ c t *i 

N<wcrlhelcss we had our serious doubts as to whether tiie 
Socialists would be able to stomach the Eclinburgh cave-m, but 
on tlrnt we were quickly disillusioned. 1 he editorial stair ol 
Ihe Ncut Under, which is the official organ of the Indciicndcnl 
Labour Parly, naturally meded a lililc time in winch lo think 
things over, hut in their issue of September 16 much space is 
devoted to the Clongicss, and nowhere is there a single note 
of indignation. Mr. i.ansbiiry assures the Russians that they 
Imve our goodwill, but cx]>lains to thcui that we have created 
our own democratic madiinery and intend to use it; while a 

q ■ j t I. . .S .1 .aJ ^ I ” \T f fH I ^11 ri 


our own aemocrauc uuiiwj uiiui^ aiiv* i + vv**'-* y , ^ 

pa^e is given to an article beaded The Issues at Edinburgo-^ 

A Forward Policv,” which concludes as follows:^ “Tins year s 
Coiiffress has, in a positive sense, achieved notking; but, T it 
has done no more man li(|uidate old trottbIcs» rl has Jicl|ied to 
clear the road fora new forward jtoI icy on the ImM which 
George Hicks suggested in his presidential address, task 

for me coming year—in which the l.L.l • has a great part to 
„lav—is that of giving this new policy form and precision, and 
of 'framing an indu.strial plan of action comparable with that 
which the I.L.P. has lieen helping to hammer out in the political 
held *' 

It is conceivable that there may be among the unerniiloyed 
or among the miners and others of our sorely ^laboured 
workers, some who may find comfort m that sort of promiM. 
but I doubt it. Facts are facts, and our workers can hardly 
fail to understand that all talk of industrial jieace between 
disinheritors and disinherited is not merely blatant buncombe 
but a cowardly betrayal of that groat emancipation movement 
in which, whether we are Socialists, Communists, Anarchists, 
or Labour men, wc are all supposed to be endcavounng^to play, 
to the best of our abilities, our individual parts. However 
there is nothing in all this tliat should diKOurage any one ol 
ordinary intelligence and courage. Parties that flindi mat 
trulh.s fall quickly to pieces through their own corruption. 
Mr Either-Side may cause some momentarv' contusion but ne 
will not be able to hinaer seriously the onward march. ^ ^ 

VANZETTI ON JUDGE THAYER. 

In "The Story of a Proletarian Life," (iiiblishcd in 1024, 
Vanzetti tells of his first trial, when he was sentenced to if teen 
years' imprisonment for an attempted robbery. He writes: — 

" 1 udge Webster Thayer, the same man who later presided 
at the murder trial, imposed the sentence There was not a 
vibration of sympathy in his tone when he did so. 1 %\^nderea 
as I listened to him, why he hated me so. Is not a judge sup¬ 
posed to be impartial ? But now I think I know—T must have 
looked like a strange animal to him being a plain worker, an 
alieii) and a radicarto boot. And why was it that all Tn> 
nesseSi simple iicople who sv^ere anxious to tell the simple truth, 
were langhcd at and disregarded? No credence was given 
ibeir words, because they, too. were mere y aliens. . . , the 
testimony of human beings is ,'icceptablc, but aliens—pooh. 

And as aliens and ratliculs they were electrocuted as an 
example to other aliens who dare lo be radicals. 
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Sacco and Vanzetti As I Knew Them. 


Ill vit'w of the fact that Nicola Sacco and Hartolonico 
Vaiizetti are liein^ assailed—even since their deaths—-as 
“obvious rogues** and “fake Anarchists,^* it f>chovcs those 
ot ns who hadjicrsonal o>ntacts with these men to make public 
\\'hat we know, aiitj to help keep the record of tlieir tragedy as 
clear ami as amiratc as |K>ssible, 

! met Sacco and Vanzetti for the first lime during the 
summer of tq 26. They were confined in different pjisons— 
Sacco in the Dedham Jail in a ticautiful suburb of Boston, 
Vanzetti in the bleak and forbidding State Prison at Charles- 
town, near the Bunker Hill nionunicnt. 

yanzetii imjrressed me immediately with his powerful 
physifiue, his firm hand<lasp, his magnetism, his overflowing 
energies, and his cheerful spirit in a desperate siluatioa He 
was truly inspired, and he inspired all who met him. Sacco, 
a slighter hgure, w^as just as remarkable in his own way, He 
was quiet ami less articulate, but just as courageous and even 
more uncompromising. 

Both men were intelligent, channing, and, as it seemed 
to me, tremendously sincere. They would have stood out 
anywhere, and they stood out all the more prominently because 
they were in prison. Vanzetti, especially, was a kind of 
>nKligy. All nts life he liad slaved for a mere pittance at the 
lardest sort of manual lal>our, and yet somehow through it all 
he had managed to keep his mind bright and clear. 

At the time I saw him he svas working every day in the 
prison making aulomobile plates. In his spare hours and in 
the evenings he was translating a long ana closely reasoned 
book on “War and Peace,'* by Pierre Joseph Proudhon, 
French Anarchist philosopher who flourished lhree*quarters of 
a century ago, 1 would describe Vanzetti as a bom SJX^aker 
and wTiler, He was constantly writing, and his letters giow^ed, 
like his owm personality. Pie generally signed them, “ Witli 
great heart, Bartolo," and the title, “ Great-Heart,*' fitted him 
exactly. His autobiographical jiaiiif^hlel, " The Story of a 
Proletarian Life," is in its wray a classic. It reveals not only 
an exceptionally fine and interesting character, but also an 
authentic literary instiiirt. In this record, which traces the 
details of his physical and spiritual development, lie declares 
plainly: "I am and shall be until the last (unless 1 shall 
discover that 1 am in error) an Anarrhist-rommrnist, because 
I Ixflieve that rommiinism is the most humane form of social 
contract, because I know' that only w'itli lilx*rly can man rist% 
become notile and complete/* 

Saco.i revealed himself to me as an omnivorous reader; as 
an admirer of iJie Russian novelist noHt'.>evsky; as something 
of an Anarrhisl theoretinan; and as a*critic of the Bolshevik 
regime in Russia. His affection for his dcvf>tcd w'ifc Rosiiia 
and for his two children Dante and Inez gtxrs wilhoul saying. 
There was in him a mental and spiritual refinement more easily 
fell than described. lie was dishcartem.'d by his long im¬ 
prisonment, but would never surrender. 

My object in visiting Sacco and Vanzetti was to get first¬ 
hand ifupresskms for an article I was writing <jn their case. 

'fhis arlkle apiK*ared in a radical monthly magazine, the 
SqUfne Dtitj, anrl inet with their ajiproval, for tfiey wrote me 
jileasantly about iL V'anzetti sent me a hnHdsoiijeiy-carvcd 
ivory j>etobr 4 der as a Uikcu of friendship. 

pillowing luy visits to the [prisoners T received five letters 
frojn Sacco and ten from Vanzetti. All breathed a spirit of 
sincere r<,)mradt*shtp, and offered unconscious revelali^jns of tlie 
men's characters. I sriil UtjstfX'^vsky*s novel, "'Hie Idiot/* to 
Sacco, anil the jxxmiH of Walt Whitman to Vanzetti. When a 
friend gave me money w'hkh she wished ex|iendcd on small 
gifts for tile prisfuiers, and 1 asked them what I should buy* 
Vanzetti suggrsiod for himself a copy of (justa\'ns Myers* 
“History the Siipr^*mc Gouri/* Sacco said, “(five the 
money d> !V>tne one who neseds it more,*' hut fiiiallv uoiuicstcfl 
in .1 pl;tn U* give it to live A*oW //; i*rfedom, Bolli Sacr fi and 
V'an/ctti liked to rearl ihf J .oudon aufl the Rtynd to 

ftffdom^ bill these pa(>ers were pro g rilled by the pris^pii 
authorilirH and seldom leadicd ihem. Sacco strike lo inr with 
pleasure of visU tlial he Iia*l rtn eiveil from llipjKjlyir Have], 
piiitm of the to Vtttdom^ a few monihv bdorr my own 

visit, 

San:o and \’anrr|ti were bMlh greal arimirer^ ^4 Eugriie 
Delrs. When 1 told V.in/rtti that I w*i(ild write IVIrc 4 my 
'inf, lu^ replied: “ fell him th.il T aiUUc tnm ! ** When Deb^i 
died’, S.i! ro wrote tom** ’’ \ ih'* ioe.il imble cd i'.iigeiie 

Itch* has grroe fot ‘ f ! And Uilh him diiapjK’ Urt f thf* 
iiur.i faithful iiml Tiicta*” I' luhr - *4 tl .\mencan Soctulia 

mo'.rinim. put the .'jamp?* 'd h. i.iitli r.*tf-,‘in^ to ^.piir n 

f»n t*. ihr ..N'lqui a »«/ jf V and ht^-rty oid h-it»i'ine*-.v lf*r all/' 


It is untrue to say that Sacco and Vanzetti were not 
genuine Anarchists, They had minds capable of weighing 
and understanding the fine points in Amirchist iheory, and 
they had the enlhusiasni whicn made them want to devote their 
lives to [he spreading of Anarchist ideas. They seemed, both, 
to be m a S|iecial sense admirers of Proudhon, but Vanzetti 
had studied closely the writings of Peter Krowtkin and E 1 i& 5 c 
Reclus, and Sacco was reading Max Slimer s “Ego and His 
Own *' at the time wJjcn I talked willi him 

I I>clievc that Vanzetti wms innocent V/f the charge of 
attempted robbery at Bridgewater, Mass., on Dcccmfe 24, 
jg 30 . 

I iiclievc that Sacco and Vanzetti were innocent of Ihc 
charge of murder and robbery ut Soutli Braintree, Mass., on 
April 15, lQ2r. 

And 1 Ixflicve that the execution of these men at Charles¬ 
town State Prison ou August 23, 1Q27, w^as one of the blackest 
crimes of the twentieth century. 

LEONfVKU D. ABBorr. 

New York, September 1, 1927. 


Letters by Bartolomeo Vanzetti. 


We give here an extract from a letter written in prison by 
Vanzetti wliirJi gives us S4>mc idea of his mental outlook on 
life. No date is on ike letter, but it was evidently written in 
rg2i. It is taken from ** Outstanding Features of the Saccer 
Vanzetti Case,'* by Elizabeth Glcncfower Evans, which was 
fjubUshed by the New England Civil Liberties Committee 
(Boston, Mass.) in January, 1924, We reproduce it c.xacUy as 
it w^as printed : — 

'* Man call moral everything that is favourable to conser¬ 
vation of life, to hajifjiness of tlic individual, as well of the 
race, and these things are virtues and justice. For Ibis reason, 

I cannot believe in those philosophers, who speaking of morals, 
tell me about a categoric order, a revelation, an abstract prin¬ 
ciple, and so on. 

'* For me, the moral sense come from the strongest instinct 
of every living being. I mean the instinct of conservation and 
happiness, wlndi as soon as the intelligence come, generates a 
third insliuct, the love of the race. As soon as any iiitelHgcnl 
creatures begin n social life they are compelled to social duties : 
hencer the notion of what is just and wkat is unjust, of wkat is 
good and what is evil. So, we can say that moraE, as well as 
everything #:lse made by man, has the pun>ose of conservation 
anrl liapjuncss. Tli.it is why he who said tnal the ftmthimental 
nature of morals do not change, was riglil, and that is the 
reason why men breaks a moral relation to anydung or j>er.son 
as .soon he stojis Ixdicving in Iheir goodness and justice. And 
this is wiiy every new idea that mark a progress has in itself 
a superior moral. 

“ 1 rccolltvled wh;il Kropotkin juiid in his Anarchist 
Moral: * Do to ot^'rs what you would wish that the otliers 
should do to you, in ihc same circumstances,' ran be the basis 
of the morjds. Of course, many comrades had criticised him, 
InU niy iitth* I, believe him very near to the reason. Nothing 
new in this, sa\e a little modification which not only coiimiand 
to not do unjust things, lud command ,ils(> to do good* And 
this is progress. Every normal persons can lie in accord. 

“ The trouble and ihc differences begin when the moral 
values of our present institutions, of our social contract, of our 
costumes (ruslom.s) are put in discussion. And more compli¬ 
cations arise when we treat of details f 4 the life, of the rclative- 
m ss and absoluteness <4 it, ticcause vve all are individual, and, 
what is more immriant, deleruhned ircatures leaded in life by 
an infiiierirc of our jiersomil life, amid a iierpetnaT conflict 
between the mind and I he heart, 

“ But vve haver inslmcls that lead u.s, and intelligence iJiat 
serves them, ane] after ail, a naiure fimdamentafly equal. 

'I hose things would he enough if man would nol \h‘ susceptible 
of dogencrariou, as ‘scmii as hr left his natural way of life, 

II ere we face a gigaiitii: prohfcui; not a letter but a bcMik will 
lie necessary ti* resoh'e, or U*iter io prosjioci it. 

**B< 4 ore condiicliug* I put to mys^df a question, and aiiHWer 
t'* U What is tlie g*.'i.ul, and what is the evil Till now from 
llu* greatest lumiri.irics to the last d.igtxfs wandering over the 
bmd. ih*' idea is ' All vyjiat help me ii^ the good, all the rest is 
the cviL' jt in as Gorki said .lEuil the moral of the savage* and 
It nm .IS b 4 U.ws: ‘If I i.te.il the wife id my ueigliEair thal is 
the gocKi, 4 ttiy ru ighboiir Urals mv wife that is the evil.* To 
fir esMi I llieie aie niauv ami enough of ueaal prtm iplrs ,ili- 
iritt, bill thr\ o-’ , i.’i.ilnl 'viliatrdf by ifinr appli- 
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witliout hurting me k good also, all the rest is evil. He look 
for his liberly in the liberty of all, for his happiness in the 
hapjnncss of all, for his welfare in the universal welfare. I 
am with him* 

Well, I nerceive I have l^een very incomplete and inexact 
m my words, Dut, there are no pretention in them. They arise 
out of the intention of reveal my thought and exercising In 
English language. I begun to read the hible ! 

Your grateful, Bartolomeo V/' 
Vanzetti was well aware of his shortcomings in the Eng* 
lish language, ^ one day he wrote the following hymorous 
letter as a criUcism of himself (November 23, 1923J:— 

"Dear Friend Mrs. Evans: A few vears ago, a good 
divvol of coinradc, felt to have sonieiliing to say and wrote it 
down in an article that he sent to the weekly for publication. 
In the enclosed letter he said to the edictor: ' I have put down 
the words: please put down for me the commas and the 
periods.' To make that written presentable, the poor edictor 
almost lost his reason and he wrote to the writer: ' Next time, 
nf you wish your article to be pubbliccd, just put down the 
commas and the periods that I will put down the words for 
you.' “ B. V " 

1 his is the man who, with his comrade, Nicohi Sacco, has 
been executed as a murderer and robber. 


Chicago, 1887—Boston, 1927* 


VVe all know tliai Sacco and VanzetU were innocent They 
never conimitted the murder or robbery I They declared tjxcm- 
.selvcs: " We had nothing whatever to do with llie South Brain¬ 
tree crime. Our instincts made US abhor and oiir principles 
condemn such a crime." And yet they were condemned to 
death for n.urder, and in spite of protests from all over the 
world, in spile of public opmion, in spite of the efforts of the 
Defence Committee, in spite of the manifestations of the 
workers in America and Eurojxc, they were executed after more 
than six years. 

In the last issue fd FrKEDOM 1 read ; " Even now, at 
the last moment, we cannr>l believe that they will dare to kill 
.Sacco and Vanxetli." And VanzetU, in a letter dated June Q, 

also wrote me, *' It seems to me ihat they arc not going 
to hum us." 

Why, there is no reason to burn these two iunocerits; the 
aiitlioniies of Massachusetls cannot do such a thing! You 
said : " Demands for their release should be poured into Gover^ 
nnr Fulleds letter-box until they arc free again! " Yes, the 
demands arc indeed jioured inl(^ the Cfovernor's IcUcr-bnx un- 
inicrrupledly; and yet the mnorents are killed under the eyes 
of ihcir friends anrl comrades. Is there a (xissibility that the 
authorit I"-., I he bhud thirsty beasts, would know what is tncant 
by Justice and Ihitnanity? No, it is no use to demaiicl jus- 
tire, Justice can only l>c gained through fight. The auiliorr- 
lics can do everything except justice I "They like everything 
except the pure, naked truth," VaiiKclti tlius assured us* 

We are wTcmg when we believe that itjstice can be gained 
through dciuaiids. I here arc still many okl comnrdcs 

who remember the execution of the Ghicagn Anan hists, Forty 
years ago Parsons, one of the (..liicugo niartyrs* surrendered 
himself, and asked the court to grant him a fair trial that he 
might prove his innocence. Yet he was never granted the 
shadow of :i fair and imparlial trial and was pul to death with 
I he rest tif his coinrndes on NoveiulKtr ti , iliKy, .Sacco and 
Vanw’lti also asked it fair trial for more limn six years, yet 
tliry were never granted the shadow of a fair and inijuirfial 
trial* and were pul lt> death on August 2^. 

" 1 'br long agony is over. I,aw has triumphed. Anardiy is 
dr'feated." VVe never forget these words wriflen hy the editor 
of ihe ' /iiOfjijtt Trifftiftt' {ur\y years ago. ‘llir capitalists will 
< ry lltra" worth, again! Yes* your law has triumphed, tlie 
dollar has Iriumphedl But Anarrhy will never tie defealed ! 

Y,nj/r(ti and S:m t o, in a letter to all their friends and cniio 
radrs, assuretl us- "Ihe enciuy can imprison, inrturc, kill 
.oitii'or many o! us, ilcstrrihy our hmurs, mir |s:wir few boc^k?^ anil 
imr nriiiiutioiiH, laii tJie enemy r.iunot ilestrov pleas, rights* 
truth ;* fir ^ aipc *" even before Inn de.ilh .S.uro erierj : 

" Long live Au.io hv 1 " aurl Vhm/elii null [pnarsird ihai he was 
intUKeiiT ! rhe dollar IriumpheiJ* it l-im killed two inmr 
lent but it i .oiUia juaL; du- wmcM helieie that fir a- 

l'A(, p;*r.ons wa re murderer ! I h* ihUlar »*in buy - o iylliing, 
blit |) 1 .inno( Imv the uni’^f >-1 umeunrv; it ariU»a hev 
pnd^iul AfiaiAhi^i'' nev I I le o fhri»l** on die I Mtif I ar\, tluv 
' *11 OHTt ilr.ilh v il,i auih Onlv timfrlreei-^; le.n fleilli, iiiil 
tee. ( ifior I’ ulh'r .Hid I ndgr I h. v t are ne ilieni. 


Now, .Sacco and Van^etti are dead i They die; they die 
bravely, nobly in the electric chair; they die calmly, smilingly; 
they die as great martyrs; they die for our beautiful ideal and 
also for the young generation, diildren born and unborn I 

But what shall we do after the execution of our two brave 
comrades ? Fight for justice ! Fight for Anarchy—our beau* 
tiful klcaL 

Adieu, my dear friends and comrades, Sacco and 
Van;jetti! We shall never hear frpm you again i But what 
you have said and what you have dbne are still vividly in our 
remembrance I Your names will live long after people will 
ask ■ “ Who arc Fuller and Thayer? " If Anjirchy ana Justice 
never die, then you will never die! We all know that you arc 
innocent, and your only crime is that you lived in advance of 
your time 1 Adieu* dear comrades ! 

Ll PEIKAN. 

And here 1 publish one of the letters Vanzetti wrote me: — 

" * . . Do you know why T mentioned the * silent ones * 
in my letter to all our comrades and friends? Just because 1 
know that there are many little ones like you and many grand 
old men and women that silently share our passion, defend our 
life, siruggle for our freedom, revinrheate our innocence and 
our faiili—Ihisi.s why I am carrying them ail in my heart, till 
death. 

" It is supremely great and sweet to us that you all, in spite 
of the dark and cruel time of ours, have done and arc doing 
for us two |XK>r workers, what once would have only been done 
for saints and kings. 

" This proofs that, after all, the principle of equality of tlic 
mankind—the righl based on the nature and individuulity of 
Man, and llieretorc alien lo castes and classes and .social 
station.^, and equal to all—has been greatly acquired and 
iiuictly applied by millions of persons. This fs one of the few 
bright sides of our case. 

" It does not mean that our Cause is fatally pre-deslined 
to victory. No I Let me tell you sometliing a propos : Human 
history has two principal factor.^; namely, mankind grossly 
divided into two files: that of tyranny and that of freedom. 
the individual, being himself tyrant or liliertanan, and the 
cosmos from which we come and in which we live* Nqw^ apart 
from the cosmic factor, which at least to the dale is su|X!nor to 
our will and fnrrc, history will hmune what sve will force it 
become* As every jiheiiqmtuionj history is the result of 
qunlities nnd of quantities, as Pythagoras so truthfully 
1 nought. So that if vve Anarchists will know to have on riir 
side the quantities and the qualities necessarv for the victory 
of freedom, we will be victorious and free, if not—not. Man¬ 
kind and hislory- it j-eems to me, could be but arc not pre¬ 
destinated. Nature has given us unfathomable treasures for the 
security and elevation; it breaths in our heart an unquenchable 
long of frecdum, and it gibs us of such facilities which, if 
free and cultivated, would make a wonder of us* But there 
is another side of this, it is told and proved by all the dead 
nations mid decayed or decadent civilisations; by the fact that 
wiiilr mechanic and cultured progress furnishc.s us of a greater 
raiKicil V of produclion, want and pauperism remain among the 
workers always more subfccted to inlcnsivx' and unhealthy 
Works; by the fact that while general and j>opuIar progress in 
learning and higher siand.irds physical condition take place, 
morality, clinracter* and even physiriil strenglh perish; and. 
Finally, by the actually universal conditions of mankind : either 
innovate ourselves anti live, or f>erish. This negative side of 
history is difficult to be undcnviood and even more to lx* ex¬ 
plained, But we know that it is what induced great minds as 
Balrac, Shakenpearc* and many others to proclaim that man- 
kintl Iravfl^ in a dose circle, always returning upon its former 
steps. Anri you have already met and will ever meet more 
rasi als, cynics* and fwils—when not the three in one— who tcH 
you : * What is the use of it all . . . the world has always l^een 
wj and . and send lliem to their place. Young comrade* 
and you* keep on. After all, to struggle ff^r *'\nart‘hy, even if 
it were a f»-»lly* is the most heautiful way to sj>end a life—if its 
ovwier is worthy of it , 

" The rr-d 'r .rrur of Aiiarrliv i. the understanding and the 
will lo eliminate ihi muses of lids neijative result nf history 
by frcfiiig thy life and the inrli^ idual from every iippressinp 
ahil expl.tii.ititpii tt,e Hian by the tnnn, .\narrhv is, thcre- 
l'irr. Ihr only w and mcaur. of life t>f which we can dis|x>se. 
But if mn^l Itc wished* it iiiiist lie .n tualfuL rraliM'd by mcJl; 

1! wdl pot nuiir by itself n*’i i»\en if t[ie liMory ol ns reverse* 

: ,?nil t y 1 .itaisou, wi)l ^Ifrwfy in aby ;; mankind in 

per<Iltl‘ M .«UiI (-rph . , , 

‘ Aikd Is ivv ? I :;|i. Wbd? hiultierly li art 1 embrace you. 

Bariocomko V 

_1 M .... - 
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i'tlE GREAT FRENCn REVOLUTION." 

1 'he Vanguard Press has earned our thanks for republish¬ 
ing KroiX'tkin^s great work on the P^rench Revolution^ which 
has been out of print for sonie time. As the English publishers 
of the original edition {igocy had to surrender the stercotyjKJ 

C s of It during llic War, in order to get fresh metal for new 
they said the cost cf resetting the type at present rates 
made it impossible to reprint the work at a popular price. 

I towever, urged on by our comrades in the United States, the 
Vanguard Press undertook its pubiication and have produced 
it complete, in two clolh^bouiid volumes, at the price of $1.00, 
which places it within die reach of all. Containing ( 5 10 pages, 
it is wonderful value for the money* 

In the first chapter Kropotkin sayslhat up to the present 
die historians of the great French Revolution have confined 
dicmselvcs to the [lolitical history, the triumph of the middle 
classes over the Court party and the defenders of the institu¬ 
tions of the old monarchy* . , . But puktr history of 

the Revolution remains still to be told* The part played by 
the peofU of the country places and towns in the Revolution 
has never been studied and narrated in its entirety. Of the 
two currents \vhich made tiic Revolution, the current of 
is knowui, but the otlier, the current of poptdur action^ has not 
even been sketch ecL'* 

In lHS6 Kropotkin began to study this side of the Revolu¬ 
tion. Unfortunately, he says, he was not able to make any 
researches in the National Archives of France, and his studies 
had, therefore, to be confined to the collections of printed 
matter in the .British Musctim, which are, however, in them¬ 
selves, exceedingly rich* Gf this material he made good use, 
and we can understand the origins of the Revolution, its ebb 
and Eow, and the events whidi led to the eventual dictatorsliip 
of NajK>leon, far better after reading this book than by the 
study of any other* 

Kropotkin emphasises the part played by the |xasants seiz¬ 
ing the land, which destroyed the pfwer of the old feudal 
anstocnicv' and abolished serfdom in France, and wiiich subse- 
tnienlly Icrl to the al^olition of serfdom in the rest of Europe. 
Idc ais<i shows how the Clirondins in tlie Convention, whose 
main aim was th protect property and keep all the gains of the 
Revolution for the ricli, were swept away by the revolt of tlie 
masses in Paris and other large cities. Critics of this book 
have said that Kropotkin emphasises unduly the part played 
by the masses: ImL as other historianH have emphasised the 
part played hy the jioiitirians and philosophers, Kropotkin 
siiindy redresses the balance. 

Tlie work of Anarchists in die Revoluuon is also well 
hroughl out hy extracts from speeches and ftamphlets of their 
opponCTils, an arconnl of which was written by Kropotkin in 
two numbers of [’'UEEnOM before this book was [Hiblished 
(Dt'cembcr, 1903, January, 1504). 

For years past we have received orders for The Great 
PVench Revolution,^' and now it lias been repuhlishcd wc arc 
sure tliere will tx? the big demaud for it wliiclj it deserves. 


KROPOTKIN’S REVOLUTIONARY PAMPTU.ETS.t 
We vrelcome Ihb 1 -Kiok, which j>uK in a handy form many 
of Kroijotkin's nainphlets, some of which arc still in prinl and 
some now out of print. Two of them are translated iritn Eng¬ 
lish for the first lime—* The Spirit of Revolt*^ and Prisons 
and 1 ’heir .Moral Effeirt on Pristmers,** In his ** Inlroductioii ” 
and " The Story of Krof^otkin’s Life,” Mr* Baldwin sketches 
Kr(.f|Hilkni’s work in the Anarchist moveuient. and doers full 
justice to the snhjet:( in the space at his dis|xisaL included 
in the lx»ok IS the ankle oil Anarchism which Krojjolkin wrote 
in iija5 for the elevenIh edition of die " luicyclopcdia Brii“ 
annicii.” The " partial bibliography'* at the end will be an 
aid for further study hy new reurlers. In die list of “Pamfihlets 
in EnghsU ’’ we rmss two which were reprinted from FREEDOM 
—" 'I'lir tVnumg Revival td Socialism ” and " Socialism and 
^ hut as only small editions of them were printed n 
was nuilc easy ovcrliHjk them. 

'rids ('lodi-bound bot)k lias 307 [xigcs and we are still 
wcuidcring how it ran l>c s^dd for 5O cents li is a liook lliat 
would he verj' useful to give to an mt[mrer- or to any I.nlx>ur 
leader* 

*■' Thf* r.u*Al frOKli Urviihilinn, I7atl n^ei " r. ,\. Kinj>atktin 

Z \t>h . 1 ,-loth* st.iKK N'i*w Viiri ; V.nu uiol * JlilAiiinWc itoni 

rrv" s 5^': fld. 

I " KTUjMjlktri' . ifituity UjituiiliPn '* A rAlIe*:lmi wf Wrillrur^ 

Uv I KroiH»tkin Pditr-I v. uh inlt* dnf'ltr'U. nii'iourbiral nnd 

r.'MU.v Uv H.if.-t UaIiUmi S*' 11-1 :s« n\ Vrir! . \'AUvr'GU.l I'r - l. 

l iotr I iir h Ml l‘ii , '2^ ltd .• 


A PlISTORY OF THE STATE.* 

Many hooks have teen written on the origin and develop- 
tiient of the Stale, but few writers have ever tniccd its history 
so clearly and frankly ns the author of this book In his 
preface to lliis, die second American edit inn, Mr* Of>|)enhcimcr 
says:— 

“ The State may te defined as nn organisation of 
i:hjss dominating over the other classes* Such a das'! 
orgaiiisatkm can come about in erne way only, namely, 
through conquest ant I the subjection of cdink groui>s hv the 
diminaling group. This can be demonstrated with ufmost 
mathematical certainly.” 

There is no beating about the bush in that declaration. 
There are no ifs und 'MjuIs ” to destroy the clearness of 
its meaning* The State is founded on conquest, lie says, and 
he proceeds to give chapter and verse to prove his slutement 
If the workers w'ere to grasp the truth of his statement they 
would never again appeal to the State to help them against their 
exploiters. The State is the creation of their exploiters. 

Once a State has lxx:n founded, the same forces tJiat 
brought it into teing urge its extension and require it to grasp 
more jx>wcr. Tliis explains the Imperial ism of to-day. “The 
economic want of the master group has no limits; no man is 
sufficiently rich to satisfy his desires*^ Consequently new 
lands and new groups of people yet unexploited are sought out 
and brought under controL 'Inus tlie State expands until it 
reaches tlie boundaries of another State, Then in the[>l^e of 
warlike robbery we ha%'^c true war in its narrower sense, with 
equally organised and diseiplined masses hurled at one 
another* 

Of course, it is not exqxdient for the ruling class to rely 
solely on the iwDwer of the sword, and they.justify dominion 
and exploitatjoTi with antliropological and theological reason¬ 
ing. Bravery and warlike efficiency teing the only virtues of a 
mail, the victors declare themselves to be the more efficient, tlie 
tetter race* “ And since the tribal god of the ruling group 
has become the supreme god in t!ie new amalgamated Slate 
religion, this religion declares * . * that the constitution of 
the State has been declared by heaven, that it is ^tahu,' and 
that interference with it is sacrilege*” How often wc meet 
with this sort of argument in jmrish magazines. 

In dealing with the modern Slate, Mr. 0 |>iienheimer notes 
an entirely new element, its officialdom, which he ihinl^s might 
become a moderating and order-making force but for the fact 
that it is drawn from the ranks of the dominant class. 

M r Oppenbeirner will have nothing to do\vith the Anarchist 
tlieory, wliich makes form and content of the State as insepar¬ 
able as heads and tails of the coin; no government with '** 
exploitation. He says wc would smash the Slate, "even if 
thereby all the economic advantages of a division of labour 
should have to b? sacrificed.” We were not aware that 
Anarchists are opposed to the division of labour, but w*e do 
not see that a .State is ncx’essnrv for that [Hiqx>sc 

His view *ji the future of the State is very haz\\ some¬ 
thing resembling State S<x'iaUsm; but in spite of that the book 
is well wnrih reading for its clear exposition of the origin and 
growth of .States 


THE PEASANTS’ REVOf.T 
The story of the Peasants* Revolt of the fourtcenlh 
ctuilury has been toltl in verse in Southey’s '* Wat Tyler ** and 
in teanliful prose in Wiliiam Morris's ** Dvearn of John Ball.” 
ll has now inspired Mr, Williaiu rbandler, who has written a 
tw*i-arl |>iay cnlitlcd, " ThirU'tui Eiglity-Onet An English 
TrngccJy*”t 

The word " tragedy ” is die keynote of tte play. Wc sense 
it from tile tnwmng of die first scene and it runs through the 
eml, when llie ranks of the fx-asants are broken by the killing 
of Wm Tyler. A herald atnioiuK-es that 

"All who are found in l.ondon town this night 
Willioni fair business, shall to Tower Hii) 

To liieir telieading.” 

Oii hearing this Jack Straw says: 

" Like dreary bag|iq>es droning a death-watch. 

Those mournful words have banished all our hope*” 

The simple fHmsanls who [lul their faith in young 

Kiiir Richard's word that he would grant them freedom from 
jcrfdoiii, and who tlicreupon returned to their homes, were 

-** Thi" Stmt? ■ [tn !1l<ilonf mul Dcv'^-liiuitwnl Virwril S^^^^io.1l>lrtrolly.** 
IK t rnnf npjj<^ntM iiiu-x. M I'li Tv Tomdaietl from ihi^ rit-riTimi. 

Sfl .i'liii’ X* .V V<irk ; Vflrii.nKua I'rwjfliith 2i Pil. j 

E " - liitt.-M l .' luv rMti An Tajvdoh 1 t a.; 1v *' IK W ilUakin rit.TniUiT. 
IfH f im ImM : il Ui :,i b *fn ’Jl iCi h—:l| Ti’rraci- 1 fAiMiaii'rvuith* 
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afterwards lumled like rats and slaughtered ruthlessly. "Put 
not your faith in princes/' 

’rihs little volume wa-s printed on a hand press from a bold 
black Cild'style tyjie, which is very pleasing to the eye. The 
edition is a limited one—^250 copit*s, A tliird of them have 
been printed on handuiade pap:‘r, at a is. The book is a de¬ 
lightfully arUslie prod net ioin hut its price puts it completely 
out oi the reach of a wr^rking-class reader. 


TO COMRADE SACCO'S WIFE AND CHILDREN, 


{The foUmvht^ is a iranslaiion of a letter which has beett 
sent to the wife of Nicola Sacco by Rtissian comrades.) 

The undersized, Anarchists and Russian exiles now resi¬ 
dent in Western Europe, having noticed the reports published 
in the bourgeois press as to the Bolshevik Government intend¬ 
ing to obtain your consent to the transfer of Sacco and Van* 
zetti's ashes to Russia, and their invitation to you to take up 
your residence in that country. 

Knowing that the Bolshevik-Communist Party and the 
Russian Government have hitherto exploited the names of 
Sacco and Vanzetti exclusively in the interest of their party 
and its presUz* ^"hile deceiving systematically the Russian 
workers as to tnc part they have played towards the Anarchi.st 
movement by the forbidding the holding of Anarchist meet¬ 
ings in defence of our martyrs, in which our comrades, Bar- 
mache, Rogdazy, and others were to have parlicinated; 

Would have you remember that the v^ery crime committed 
on Sacco and Vanzetti has, thanks to the Bolshevik Govern¬ 
ment, overwhelmed equally the Russian Anarchists who, like 
Sacco and Vanzetti, were fighting Capitalism, 

Bearing this jn mind, it is necessary to remember also that 
the Bolshevik Go%'emmcnt has killed secretly and without trial 
our comrades Kogan and Achtyrski, and that hundreds ot 
Anarchists are perishing in prison and in exile, from which you 
%vill be able to judge how hypocritical is the Russian Govern¬ 
ment when it declares its sympathy for you and its solidarity 
with Sacco and Vanzetti, 

We arc convinced that if Sacco and Vanzetti knew the 
truth concerning the Bolshevik power and its attitude toward 
the Anarchists, they would have risen against the Bolshevik 
tyranny which is destroying the liberty ol the working class 
with the siimc ardour as that which Urey revolted gainst tlie 
yoke of the American bourgeoisie. 

After wViat we have just said* you, Sacco's companion, will 
understand that this manoeuvre by the Bolshevist jjoiiticians is 
solely for the purpose of exploiting our revolutionary comrades' 
great names. 

The Bolshevik Government's proposal could have been 
considered sincere only if it had coincided with the promulga¬ 
tion of an amnesty for the AinirchistH, Syndicalists, and revo¬ 
lutionary workers actually im|)risoned in Russia or exiled from 
il, and if, at ihe same time, the Russian Government had 
legal iMd I he Anarchist workifimnen|s movement. 

On behalf of the Group of Russian Anardiists now abroad, 

ARCHIIVOV, MAKtlNO. 

On hclnilf of the Anarchists imprisoned in Russia. 

Lazakevitch. 

Paris, August 30, IQ27* 


FREEDOM" GUARANTEE FUND. 


t he following sums Imve hmi received In flale (Sept. 30) 
since our last issue : -- E. Iv. Dean 5s., G. W, Tnidaic 2s. rid., 
Vy. D. jfr, Comrade llanke Trust iMiud £i, C. Tantbni Hs. 3d,, 
C^ Illandv I'L Richmond £\, 1 Rriscrule ss,, B. Kverard 
2s. (jd,, G. l\, 511., D. IRmiI 2h. CkL, J 4s., M. B. Mr«tx? 4s., 

Max Baginskj £2, (\ Hansen 8s,. L, G. WoUe los. 


DASH RKOEIVED (not ^olhorwhc 

(July 22 Ui S'rplPiiUtcr art.) 

*' [■ HWlKm *' SL'Iiisc MU'TILI.S-. i\ W. ll, II. WhMer, J. MyrrA, 

Wm. l-'rtuirr, A. S, W. it. HuTriHun. IL Mi'i'six, f. Viiruikn, 

U. l-.vrrarii, I- C. SrtVAKr, It. lirtnrr. 1, !l. W. X. 

nuh. 

ISi'MrK'Ai PMOuxr.Hs' Fcsii. J. H» S*».. J, Iltfjw. 4^^ 

ARtnts for Freedom " in U,SA, 

Nrw Yt'ni; i‘n\ KrtuU IVM>l(Unt<*, 7 Iflth Sifctd 

JiiLiiiilr* KMl 

IVtIf tHDS, N. J. IS't\ NV’w>i Smml. .Vt«rkr*t klni’i, 

The Road to Freedom. 

A I'ejitMlkjii «( AuartJikt Tli^unht, Work, unr) l.Uefjitiiie. 

Subitcri|Uton, fll.W 14 t.) il year. 
lOjAii JO Fiirsniuu. )M>. hox 4 H 6 , M^msnx HgCMitr HT.vrh>x. 

Nnvv VijWK City. I's 


Beptember-October, lOST, 


PAMPHLET AND BOOK LIST, 

ANARCHIST COMMUNISM : Its D.ysjs akH PuiNcinxs. By Petem 
Kropoxkix, 3d. 

THE STATE: Its Historic Role, By VzrtR Kboiotkin. 4d, 

THE WAGE SYSTEM. By P. KkOVOTKiX. 2 d, 

ANARCHY. By E. Malatesta, 3d, 

THE PLACE OF ANARCHISM IN SOCIALISTIC EVOLUTION, By 
Peti:r Khoj'otkin, 2 d. 

REVOLUTION ARY GOVERNMENT. By Pkizu KitorOTKtPf, 2 d. 
EVOLUTION AND REVOLUTION. By Euske Recujs. 2d. 
t*AW AND AUTHORITY. By Pctze Khopotktn. B± 
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